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win that auction.

When I stop to think how many people
I've actually met in my North Shore suburb
it is very few. And when I think what I do in
the immediate vicinity, it is very little.
Onehunga on the other hand is clearly a
thriving community with plenty of
resources at hand and is occupied by
passionate people who form organisations
that really make a difference. Bridget
Graham gives special mention to the
Onehunga Enhancement Society, led by Jim
Jackson and the Ladies Benevolent Society
— founded in 1857 and still going strong,
it’s New Zealand’s oldest continuously active
women’s organisation.

Onehunga needs these groups because
there is still much to be done. There are
important historic buildings falling into
disrepair and remaining scars from the
march of progress.

Bridget takes me down to Onehunga Bay
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and shows me the old sea wall. The other
side of the wall, the new lagoon, car park,
grass areas and this stretch of SH20, is all
built on reclaimed land. Today, the area
looks a bit of a nothing place because the
lagoon is dry, but Bridget assures me that
while it’s not the seaside delight she can
remember it being some 30 years ago, the
area is well used by residents and comes
alive during the annual Onehunga Bay
Festival.

Nearby Gloucester Park today hides its
exciting past as one of New Zealand’s first
speedways where legends like A.J. Roycroft
and George Smith would battle in out on
Saturday nights after a few beers first at a
local public house.

Bridget then drives me over the
motorway, around and down the other side
to Orpheus Drive Reserve, where work on
the newly approved foreshore redevelop-
ment scheme will soon begin. A plan to

Top Left: Onehunga
Mall is vibrant and
colourful and here you
will find $2 shops
alongside expensive
jewellery shops as well
as traditional
greengrocers.

Left: Jukes Espresso is
indicative of the new
Onehunga.

Top:Josie’s guide to
Onehunga — Baz the
postman in his postie
kit. He's the local Santa
too though

reunite Onehunga with the sea across the
South Eastern Motorway, stage one will
reach right up to the Manakau Cruising
Club and be linked by a pedestrian bridgs
from Onehunga Bay (the areas are paralle
with the motorway in between). The plan
will include grassy areas, beaches and roc=
headlands to return what is now a bit of 2=
eyesore, to a sight for sore eyes.

own at the wharf area, the roz=
system is all about getting on==
the motorway and the newly
opened underpass and
pedestrian over-bridges are vie.
if residents are able to access the old
Mangere Bridge — one of the few structus=
that has been left in place anywhere in New
Zealand after its replacement was built (ans
the story of the second bridge is a story in
itself as it was at the centre of one of New
Zealand’s longest-running industrial




~sputes). I'm drawn to linger at the

al, built in 1915 it remains, but 1s off-
to cars and is very popular with
erman — some very large sharks have

akau Crossing.
Baz the postie takes me for a bike ride

ng the upgraded cycle route that follows

mangrove-edged Manakau harbour for

ut 25 minutes. We stop to take in the

—agnificent Waikaraka Cemetery, a very

ric place with a large area dedicated to

itary burials.

We find that he track ends in industrial

rose and Baz says we need to turn

nd or dice with death on the main road,

then we meet Joe who cycles from

hunga to work in Penrose each day and
== zells us that there is an alternative route
W can take.

loe is raising a family here and says that
“mehunga is a great place to live. He’s not
“one in thinking that.

The area is renowned for holding onto
“=ose who grow up here. Even the ones who
—ove away, perhaps to explore employment
“oportunities, often return to raise families
8= o retire.

J

ru

—wehunga is like the older brother of other
—ckland suburbs. And like any older brother,
= swands tall, strong and proud with a big
oot — beating loud and clear. @

Top Left: Colour need
not be expensive. A $2
shop in the Onehunga
Mall. Right:The
distinctive lookout
atop the old Hellaby
home. Lower: Former
“Boy’s School” is now a
trendy home. Girl’s
School alongside is
used for a teaching
group




